
 
 
 
 D I O C E S E  O F   

 D E P A R T M E N T  F O R  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

Hexham & Newcastle 

Bishop Robert Byrne CO has announced the reopening of the first two churches for 
individual prayer from Monday 15 June 2020: 
 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle upon Tyne: Open daily from 1pm – 4pm (including Sat & Sun) plus 
9.30am – 11.15am on Saturday and Sunday only. 
  
St Mary’s Church, Sunderland: Open from 10am to 1pm, Monday to Friday. 
 
Please click here to download our handbook for the reopening of churches. 
 
Due to social distancing measures, there will be a limited capacity in each church. Should the maximum 
capacity of a church be met, a queueing system will be implemented outside of the Church. 
 
Individuals are able to “reflect and pray” while adhering to physical distancing rules – but the 
celebration of Mass, and all other public services are presently not permitted.   
 
As advised by Cardinal Vincent Nichols, not all churches will immediately reopen due to the ongoing 
Covid-19 safety measures to protect clergy, parishioners, staff and volunteers.  
 
For those who are still unable to attend church, the Diocese continues to offer a range of online services 
to support you in individual prayer, or to attend Mass online. For those who do not have access to the 
internet, a free postal “Ring a Prayer Resource” has been created, contact 07375934713 for more 
information. Or alternatively, a Mass by Phone service, provided by the Diocese of Middlesbrough, is 
available at 01642 130120. 
 
For more information about digital and telephone services visit www.rcdhn.org.uk.  
 
Further information about the reopening of churches will be made available on the Diocesan website at 
www.rcdhn.org.uk, and on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/communications/pressreleases/2020/Coronavirus%20-%20Handbook%20for%20the%20re-opening%20of%20churches%20v3.pdf
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